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DRAMATIC COLLEGE. 


Covent Garden Theatre was crowded to 
excess on Thursday last, when the house was 
occupied for the benefit of this excellent in- 
stitution. Thanks to the unwearied exertions 
of Mr. Benjamin Webster, the master, Mr. 
J. W. Anson, the indefatigable secretary, 
and to the practical ability of the committee, 
its progress has been unprecedentedly 
rapid. Already the funds raised and sub- 
scribed amount to £3111 10s., with £261 as 
annual donations; and houses have been 
secured for ten actors and ten actresses—two 
from the funds above mentioned, one from 
the Covent Garden Theatrical Fund, one 
from the Drury Lane Fund, one from the 
General ‘Theatrical Fund, oue from the Dra- 
matic, Equestrian, and Musical Sick Fund 
Association, and one from each of the follow- 
ing gentlemen :—Mr. Charles Kean, Mr. 
Benjamin Webster, Mr. J. J. Stainton, and 
the Hon. George Coppin, M.L.C. It 


already affords relief to six or seven super- 
annuated actors and actresses, who receive 
pensions while the building is in progress. 
The first act of Sir Bulwer Lytton’s celebrated 
comedy of * Money :”—Sir John Vesey, Mr. F. 
Matthews ; Sir F. Blount, Mr. Belford ; Evelyn, 
Mr. Creswick ; Graves (his original character), 
Mr. B. Webster; Benjamin Stout, M.P., Mr. 
Keeley ; Lord Glossmore, Mr. Harcourt Bland ; 
Sharp, Mr. Mellon ; Page, Miss Stoker ; servants, 











&e. ; Clara Douglas, Mrs. Charles Young ; Geor- 
gina Vesey, Miss Bufton ; Lady Franklin, Mrs. 
H. Marston. 

Succeeded by the trial scene from Shakspeare’s 
“Merchant of Venice :”—Duke of Venice, Mr. 
H. Mellon; Gratiano, Mr. David Fisher; Shy- 
lock, Mr. Phelps; Antonio, Mr. Ryder; Bas- 
sanio, Mr. H. Marston ; Salarino, Mr. H. Farrell ; 
Salanio, Mr. F. Charles ; Portia, Miss Amy Sedg- 
wick ; Nerissa, Miss Bulmer. 

After which, a selection from the late Douglas 
Jerrold’s nautical drama of ‘* Black Eyed Susan:” 
—Doggrass, Mr. G. Peel; Lieut. Pike, Mr. T. J. 
Anderson; Raker, Mr. H. Reeves; William, Mr. 
T. P. Cooke; Gnatbrain, Mr. J. L. Toole ; Jacob 
Twig, Mr. Cockrill ; Hatchett, Mr. C. J. Smith; 
Ploughshare, Mr. Friend ; Susan, Miss Woolgar 
(Mrs. A. Mellon); Dolly Mayflower, Miss 
Louisa Keeley. 

Followed by a scene from the fifth act of ‘‘ Mac- 
beth :”—-Lady Macbeth, Miss Glyn; Physician, 
Mr. G. Peel ; Gentlewoman, Madame Simon. 

During the evening, “‘ God Save the Queen.” 

The screen scene from the fourth act of Sheri- 
dan’s comedy of “The School for Scandal :”’— 
Sir Peter Teazle, Mr. Chippendale; Joseph 
Surface, Mr. Howe; Charles Surface, Mr. C. 
Matthews ; Lady Teazle, Mrs. Charles Matthews. 

During the evening, a selection of vocal music 
—Miss Louisa Pyne, Madame Catherine Hayes, 
Mr. W. Harrison. 

Selections from J. Maddison Morton's farce of 
*« Box and Cox:”—Box, Mr. J. B. Buckstone; 
Cox, Mr. Compton; Mrs. Bouncer, Mrs. 
Griffiths. 

In the course of the evening the celebrated 
Christy's Minstrels gave selections from theic 
popular entertainment. 

The new sketch entitled « B.B.:”—Mr. Ben- 
jamin Bobbin, Mr. F. Robson ; Squire Greenfield, 
Mr. G. Cook; Bob Rattles, Mr Horace Wigan ; 
Joe, Mr. H. Cooper; Mrs. Puncheon, Mrs. 
Stephens ; Dorothy, Mrs. W. S. Emsden. 


Such a constellation of talent could not 
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fail to attract an audience that filled Covent 
Garden Theatre to the ceiling. All the 
popular favourites were received with enthu- 
siastic cheers on their appearance. The 
Royal English Opera Band, under the direc- 
tion of Mr. Alfred Mellon, were warmly and 
deservedly applauded. We should not omit 
a tribute of praise to the liberality of Mr. 
I’. Gye, who gave to the committee the free 
use of the theatre. 





BASS’S ROOMS. 

The Jerrold Amateur Club gave their first 
performance here on Tuesday, the 27th ult., 
commencing with the play of the “ Rent 
Day.” We are not amongst those who 
expect perfection at witnessing an amateur 
entertainment, and can make every allowance 
as regards first appearances and the like, 
well knowing the difficulties a person has 
who undertakes the management and the 
getting up of the different pieces, which was 
evident on this occasion. It appeared some 
misunderstanding had taken place, and several 
of the parts had to be read, to the great 
disappointment of a respectable audience, 
and to the annoyance of those who took 
a part in the performance. However, to 
the credit of Mr. F. Allen, who under- 
took the part of Martin Heywood, and who 
exerted himself in a praiseworthy manner, 
the play was proceeded with. This gentle- 


man was well up in the character, and dis- | 


played both energy and feeling, and would 
have got through the character very credit- 
ably had he been better supported, although 
at times he was too boisterous and rapid in 
his delivery. Mr, Mousely, as Old Crumbs, 


was also very good, and had a perfect idea of 


« . . . 1 
the peevish and dishonest steward, and his 
exit was marked with consummate aggravated | 


contempt of those around him. 


Mr. Black- 


burn made the most of Toby, a part he | 
appeared well qualified to fill. The comic part | 


of Bullfrog was unfortunately obliged to be read. 
Mr. Pearce played Silver Jack very respect- 
ably; and the scenes with Rachel were done 
ainple justice to. It was evident the want of 
rehearsals was a great drawback to all the 
minor parts, Miss M. Montague was the 
Rachel, and we never saw her to better 
advantage, 
very badly supported. Miss Jones should 
also be noticed for the good-natured manner 
she treated the person who had to rea¢ the 
part of Bullfrog. Mr. Smith and some: her 
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We were sorry to see her $0 | 


person appeared in a grotesque dance, and 
\afforded great amusement. The farce of 
|“ His First Champagne ” concluded the 
_night’s entertainment ; but, as the first cha- 
| racter which came on the stage had a book 
in his hand, we thought we might as well go 
home and read the farce as hear others do it 
very indifferently. 

On the evening following the Clapham 
and Stockwell Dramatic Class entertained 
their friends by acting the favourite drama 
entitled “ All That Glitters is not Gold.” 
We were most agreeably entertained on the 
occasion, for everything went off in a 
manner that did infinite credit to the whole of 
those who took parts in the performance. 
Mr. Linton looked and acted the Sir A. 
Lassell with a gentlemanly demeanour, ‘and 
understood the author’s meaning, which he 
carried out by close observance and well- 
studied acting; while Mr. J. T. Morgan, as 
Jasper Plumb, acted up to him with well- 
merited and praiseworthy effect. The part 
of Stephen Plumb is a noble-minded and 
| honest youth, who sees that his brother is 
| educated and brought up in a class of society 
| that he finds no favour in, and does not court 
their society. His heart and mind is bent upon 
business and his dear Martha Gibbs ; and 
well did he carry all this out, for he had a 
just conception of the character, and he 
handled it in an artistic manner. Mr. Picker- 
don was not a whit behind him in the opposite 
character ; and Mr. Lock, as Toby Twinkle, 
was irresistibly comic, and did not over-act 
his part. The little character of Harris was 
very efficiently acted by Mr. Clout, As for 
the female characters, they were rendered in 
a manner that must have given universal satis- 
faction. Miss Peto, who undertook the part 
of Martha Gibbs, has many essential re- 
'quisites for the stage. She is about the 
middle stature, with a well-formed figure, an 
expressive face, and a pleasing voice; her 
articulation is clear and distinct, and her de- 
meanour on the stage easy and graceful. She 
was very successful in the character, and had 


Her by-play 








| evidently given it much study. 
| 
| was marked by a close observance of what 


'was going on. We have never seen this 
young lady play before, but we hope to do so 
at some future period; for, with practice and 
study, we think she would be quite equal to 
many in the profession, particularly in the 
domesticated characters. Mrs. Earl and 
Miss Jordan are also entitled to our unquali- 
fied meed of praise. Indeed, the drama was 











and 
» of 
the 
sha: 
ook 
| go 


lo it 


ham 
ined 
‘ama 
yd.” 

the 
na 
le of 
nee, 
A, 
and 
» he 
vell- 
n, as 
vell- 
part 
and 
er is 
ciety 
court 
pon 
a 
ad a 
| he 
‘ker- 
osite 
nkle, 
react 
was 
s for 
ed in 
satis- 
‘part 
| Te. 
, the 
e, an 
> her 
+ de- 
She 
| had 
-play 
what 
this 
do so 
e and 
1al to 
a the 

and 
quali- 


a was 


THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 


107 








cast and acted with unquestionable ability. 
A farce called “The Fast Coach” followed, 
in which a Mr. Bateman was the very life 
and soul of the character of J. Boldt—a sort 
of Jim Bags, played by Robson, whom he 
puts us in mind of very much, 


He appears | 


to have had good training, for he was well | 


acquainted with the business of the stage, and 
acted in an off-hand manner, like a regular 


professional. He certainly was very clever, 


and amusing. He was well supported by 
Messrs. Grove, Newman, and Mr. H. Fox, 
who was dressed in female attire, and who 
acted Mary Miffs to the great delight of the 
audience ; as also Mr. Heather, another 
gentleman who assumed the character of Mrs. 
Cubbage. The whole concluded with a farce 
called “* To Paris and Back for Five Pounds.” 
The dresses were supplied by Mr. Harrison, 
of Bow-street, and an extra band was engaged 
for the occasion. 


AUTHORS, ACTORS, AND DIGNITIES. 
By Bera. 


It is well known that a certain eminent 
tragedian entertained, or affected to entertain, 
amean opinion of the actor’s art, and has 
been heard to say, “God knows it’s a pro- 
fession I despise as much as any man.” 

This, perhaps, is an exaggeration in a 
direction opposite to that of a recent writer in 
one of the numerous tentative publications of 
the day—a writer of talent, and very enthu- 
siastic. The truth lies between the affirma- 
tion that acting is the greatest of the fine arts, 
and that it is the lowest. To predicate that 
the actor is on a par with the painter is ano- 
malous ; to say that he is a creator in any 
sense is erroneous ; but the scope for genius 
in acting is in the ratio of sympathy between 
poet and player. 

“ Life’s but a walking shadow !” 
exclaims the Titan of Dramatists—compara- 
tively a pigmy among actors— 

“A poor player, 


That struts and frets his hour upon the stage, 
And then is seen no more!” 


The triumphs of the actor would be impossi- 








ble without the poet, who kindles the fire of | 


his soul; but a great poetic writer is indepen- 
dent of extraneous influence. Garrick, Kean, 
Siddons, and Rachel combined, have not 


has been exercised by Hamlet. 
is to the poets what a Thalberg is to a Beet- 
hoven, a Liszt to a Mer delsshon, &c. The 


author, then, is entitled to rank greatly above 
the actor. Mr. Knowles, as a dramatist, is 
hardly equal to Mr, Macready as a tragedian ; 
but can there be a doubt concerning their 
status ? 

The present writer is certainly of opinion 
that, as the dignity of knighthood has been 
conferred on a Sir George Smart, a Sir H. 
Bishop, a Sir William Ross, and a Sir 
Edwin Landseer, some corresponding mark of 
honour is due to the literary man. There 
are half-a-dozen at least amongst us entitled 
to such a distinction at the hands of royalty— 
among them, Mr. Thackeray, Mr. Dickens, 
Mr. Browning, Mr. Tennyson ; and why, as 
a mere musical conductor has been knighted, 
should not the actor have an appendage to his 
name ? But it should be understood that we 
are contending for the honour only in a few 
instances of the first merit. We have Sir 
William Don, Bart., playing at present ; but 
hitherto the stage has been supplied very 
often from a low social rank. Among men 
of education—such as John and Charles 
Kemble, Young, Macready, C. Kean, Mars- 
ton, H. Betty, &c., gentlemen in every sense 
—the style of acting is, of course, more refined 
than among players of a lower stamp; and in 
order to elevate the stage we must hold forth 
some inducements to gentlemen to follow it, 
for although great genius, like the late 
Mr. Kean’s, may be able to transcend all 
obstacles, even his remarkable powers would 
have received exaltation by the learning 
which, in the terms of the  school-book, 
‘ mollifies men’s manners, and prevents them 
from being brutal.” Possibly, also, the 
morals of actors, which are not quite of the 
highest order, would be improved by the in- 
fluences which have been suggested in the 
course of these remarks—‘‘ a consummation 
devoutly to be wished ” by all. 





Hottoway’s OINTMENT AND Pitts curg ALL.— 
No season tests human strength to resist disease 
more than the spring. Hence the many afflic- 
tions oppressing whole families at this time. 
Everyone, whatever the condition of body, should 
always in the spring take some cooling and 
purifying medicine, and all suffering from skin 
diseases will find this the most favourable time 
for their cure. For external ailments nothing 
equals Holloway’s Ointment. The rough uneveu 
skin, and the deepest malignant-looking ulcer 


| yield alike to its power of always substituting 
exerted half the influence on the world that | 


The player | 


wholesome for depraved blood. Holloway’s puri- 
fying Pills, by cleansing and stimulating, exerci-e 
the same beneficial action over every iuterual 
organ. From the combined use of Ointment and 
Pills the body regains tone and vigour. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


S. 8.—The opera of “ Gustavus” is by Auber. 
Norice.—We beg that all advertisements may reach 
us not later than 12 0’clock on Monday morning. 

J. Suru.—We do not know the person you allude to ; 
is he an amateur? 
Mears.—The Soho is to be had for a night very 
reasonably. Apply to Mr. Shirley, at the theatre. 
IxquineR.—Romeo Coats, as he was called, died in 
the year 1818. 

¥. Jovern.— We cannot go five miles to witness the per - 
formance without our cab fure is sent; then we 
shall be happy to notice it. 

P. Y —We do not tell the age of ladies in the profes- 
sion till they get husbands, Miss Lydia Thompson 
is more than 15. 
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LETTERS ON THE DRAMA. 
No. IL. 
ADDRESSED TO JOHN VANDENHOFF, ESQ. 





By Bra. 
“Life,” says Mr. Emerson, “is ahead of 
Theology.” The eminent American author 
might with more, or at least with equal justice, 


have said, “ Life is ahead of the Drama;” | 


for the Drama is not now a vehicle to show 
“the very age and body of the time, its form 
and pressure,” Even Comedy, whose mission 
is one of the exposition of manners rather 
than of passions and principles, has no ex- 
ponent at present. The consequence is that 
a vital acted Drama there is none worthy of 
that appellation, either here or abroad. 


Genius does not condescend to the Drama. 


There is nota first-rate poet alive who chooses | 
the stage as the medium whereby to com- | 


mune with the world. 


Where do we find 
most talent and power ? Assuredly in 
Romance ; which boasts the names of B. 
Lytton, Thackeray, Mrs, Stowe, Hawthorne, 
George Sand, Dickens, D’Israeli, Mrs. Gas- 
kill, James, Miss Evaus, Mrs. Gore, Miss 
Mulock, &c. These dozen writers comprise 
half the literary talent of Europe at the 
present period ; indeed, Emerson, Carlyle, 
the Brownings, and Tennyson excepted, who 
else is there belonging to the writing imagi- 





embody. 





native class more than second-rate? Knowles, 
virtually dead ; Landor, very old. The best 
names not already mentioned—in a poetic sense 
—are Bailey, Marston, Bernard, Horne, and 
a few others rather inferior to them. The 
mediocre men—who are, in fact, playwrights, 
not poets, who will be at a future time classed 
with Cumberland, Reynolds, et hoe genus 
omne—are able to get a hearing now and then 
for ephemeral productions, but they are not 
popular any more than the poets. One of 
the best of the playwright class, an excellent 
and sensible man (Mr. Lovell), has abandon- 
ed the Drama. The “ Wife’s Secret,” a 
tolerable and an amusing play—well acted 
by Mr. and Mrs. Kean—was a little less 
intellectual than the “ Lady of “Lyons,” and 
a good deal inferior to “ Richelieu.” 

The name of Mr. John Vandenhoff must 
ever be identified with that of Tragedy. Mac- 


ready himself would not have done equal 
| justice to Creon and Adrastus; indeed, they 


would have been out of his scope to that 
which they received, sir, at your hands, 
Tragedy made an expiring effort in “Ion,” the 
“ Athenian Captive,” the “ Patrician’s 
Daughter,” and ‘ Strathmore,” which (per- 
haps with two exceptions) are the only acted 
tragic dramas worthy of the name within 
twenty years. The unacted Drama is rich 
in passages of power (passages only), and, 
adorned by the genius of S. L. Beddoes, 
Browning, Horne, and Watkins, cannot be 
said to be inferior in poetic merit to the plays 
which have been acted within a half a cen- 
tury. One great tragedy, ranking just a few 
degrees after “Lear” and “ Hamlet,” was 
written within the memory of man—Shelley’s 
glorious “ Cenci.” 

Mr. Vandenhoff’s masculine mind grap- 
pled with high art, and we are fortunate who 


| retain a recollection of his Jaques and other 


excellent delineations in John Kemble’s 
walk, Neither Mr. Phelps nor Mr. C, 
Kean ever succeeded in that line of character, 
whatever their relative talent. Deep tra- 


'gedy is not the taste of our generation—a 
| flimsy composite style having succeeded the 


severe and noble ideal of a better day. I 
venture to pronounce, sir, that in pure tragedy 
you have had but few equals since Young 
left the stage. The public should have had 


| an opportunity of bidding you a final adieu 
in London, sir, in one of your characters, 


which no living tragedian on the stage can 
But our manager actors had not 
the grace to step forward and do that homage 
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to your abilities which would have been so 


warmly responded to, I conclude these 
cursory remarks with a few verses, written a 
short time since, with reference to the Tragic 
Drama and Mr. Vandenhoff. 


LINES ON OLDEN DAYS. 


When life is young, and we adore 
Ideals with a fervour deep, 

We love on airy wings to soar; 
We love with Tragedy to weep. 


Sublime thy pathos, actor old ! 
Sublime thy passion and despair ; 

Thine, thine the heartstrings ’twas to hold— 
Thine, thine the soul aloft to bear ! 


When Kemble died, and Young alone 

The Roman grandeur strove to share, 
Another came in whom it shone: 

We saw it calm, antique, and fair! 

A stately edifice! O Truth! 

Thou did’st acknowledge him for thine : 
Let us remember things of youth, 

And love them next to the Divine! 


Chigwell, March 17, 1860. 





MECHANICS’ INSTITUTION. 


A Musical Entertainment took place a 
this institution on the 24th ult., which was 
distinguished by some good talent. The 
entertainment was for a charitable purpose, 
and was remarkably well attended. Amongst 
the ladies who sung we must most especially 
mention Miss Kate Harley (of Weston’s), 
whose character singing and power of 
mimicry are considerable. Her imitation of 
Madame Celeste as Miami, in “ The Green 
Bushes,” was inimitable ; in fact, we do not 
recollect ever witnessing a more perfect 
triumph of the kind. She might very readily 
have been taken for Madame Celeste herself ; 
she only needed the costume and the rifle of 
the American huntress, and her portrait 
would have been complete. This lady’s 
imitation of Mrs. Stirling, as the Charity 
Girl, and the several characters incident to 
the scene, was also most remarkable. Mr. 
J. H. Stead appeared in that masterpiece of 
comicality, ‘The Perfect Cure.” Never 
was the humour of a song more completely 
realized than * The Perfect Cure,” as per 
sonified by this gentleman. It is not nt a 
great success in point of humour and vocaliza- 


| we recommend them to spend a quarter of an 
| hour with Mr. J. H. Stead, for his achieve- 

ments in the character entitle him to the 
/award for a medal for an especial kind of 
| humour. Mr. Marcus Wilkinson and Mr. J. 
|G. Forde also rendered their aid on the occa- 
| sion ; the latter gentleman gave a couple of 
humorous recitations in his best style, which 
afforded great amusement to the audience. 
Some considerable laughter was also created 
by the Hibernian efforts of Mr. Barney 
Esmond. We must not forget to mention 
another very talented gentleman, Mr. Frede- 
rick Higgins, who almost attains to a 
rivalry with the celebrated Mackney. Some 
of his wit is good—for negro wit ; some of it 
is also very ridiculous, even for negro wit ; 
and, moreover, some of it is remarkably 
“stale, flat, and unprofitable.” His real 
talent, perhaps, lays in a good voice and his 
steam terpsichorean accomplishments. His 
performance of two solos upon the violin 
were indicative of superior talent in that re- 
spect, and entitles him to very high praise as 
a musician. 

Several other ladies and gentlemen lent 
their aid to the evening’s amusements, which 
went off, as they deserved, to the entire satis- 
faction of the audience. B. W. W. 





Mr. James Rosinson’s Cuorr.—Mr. Robinson 
introduced his pupils at a concert for the benefit 
of the London Mechanics’ Institution, on Wednes- 
day evening. Several madrigals, glees, and part- 
songs were very creditably performed, and gave 
much delight to a crowded audience. Solos were 
introduced by Miss Riseam, Mrs. Tritton, Mr. 
W. Robinson; and Mr. W. H. Eayres (violin) ; 
and Miss Boddy;(pianoforte) varied the vocal and 
choral music with some cleverly-played pieces. 

Tuz Burtesque of ‘The Forty Thieves,” 
written conjointly by some seven of our principal 
burlesque authors for the recent amateur perfor- 
mance of the Savage Club, is, we see, to be 
reproduced at the Lyceum. We have no doubt a 
great degree of curiosity will be felt to witness 
the first representation bya professional company 
of a work to which so many facile pens have con- 
tributed, and which, when originally played, 
achieved so brilliant a success, attracting an 
audience the like of which is seldom seen within 
the walls of a theatre, and honoured, too, by the 
presence and patronage of her Majesty and the 
Court. Miss Lydia Thompson, Miss Clara St. 
Casse, Miss Eliza Travers, Mr. Emery, Mr. 8. 








tion, but it is also a complete triumph of 
physical capability, for the constant state of | 
mechanical leaping which this gentleman | 
keeps up throughout the song is strongly | 
demonstrative of the athlete. ‘To any person | 
that is fond of a comic song, interspersed 
Nith the most comical humour conceivable 


Calhaem, Mr Tilbury, Mr. J. Neville, and other 
popular favourites, will sustain principal charac- 
ters in the burlesque. A new and original two- 
act comic drama will commence the entertain- 
ments; and Mr. John Oxenford’s highly success- 
ful ballet farce of ‘“ Magic Toys” will be given, 
with Miss Lydia Thompson and Miss Clara St. 
Casse in their original characters. 
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JOHN WATKINS, THE POET. 

A few particulars relative to the late John | 
Watkins, formerly a Chartist agitator, but | 
who eventually renounced politics for poetry, | 
may not be uninteresting to the reader. I 

used to visit him frequently a dozen years 

ago at his cottage at Battersea Rise, when he 


was just at the commencement of middle age, 
being something less than forty. In person, 
Watkins was stout, and a degree above the 
middle height, between five feet nine and ten 
inches. He hada very fine eye, bright and 
imaginative, and a good forehead. He look- 
ed as he was, an intelligent but a shy man; 
and when he spoke it was always with some 
little reserve—the effect of extreme sensibility. 
His remarks were original; indeed, he always 
saw with his own eyes and heard with his own 
ears, which is a characteristic of genius, in 
whatever degree it is possessed. A lady of 
eminence as a novelist once observed, in 
the writer’s presence, “ Mr. has genius, 
but is not a ‘man’ of genius.” Perhaps we 
may arrive at the conclusion that this apo- 
pthegm was applicable to my friend Watkins. 
Some of the passages to be found in his 
dramas are beautiful; as, for instance— 


| 





“* And Nature, with mute awe, 
Listens entranc’d the silent voice of God !” 

This actually sublime. | Watkins was an 
intense admirer of the late Mr. Kean’s act- 
ing, which he thought greatly superior even 
to Macready’s; and probably he was right as 
to the superior greatness of Kean in Othello 
and Shylock, but Werner, Richelieu, 
and Virginius might rank with the per- 
formances of the former in the hands of 
Macready—a great actor with great faults. 
Watkins, after marrying the daughter of 
Ebenezer Elliott, the Corn Law Rhymer, 
wrote a life of his father-in-law, dedicated 


Theatrical Gossip, 


Her Magszsty’s Tueatre—Mr. Smith an- 
nounces that he will open her Majesty’s Theatre 
on Easter Tuesday, and advertises as engagements 
already made those of Mdlle. Titiens, Mesdames 
Alboni and Borghi-Mamo, Mesdames Ferraris 
and Pocchini; Mr. Benedict and Signor Arditi to 
be the conductors. 

Tug rage for opera would appear to be on the 
increase. On Easter-Monday Drury Lane will 
open with an English company, who will appear 
in Halévy’s ‘ Mousquetaires ;” and a work by 
“a native composer of eminence”—(Balfe? Wal- 
lace? Barnett? Macfarren? or Loder ?)—is an- 
nounced to follow speedily. Dr. James Pech is 
to be the musical conductor. 

We also hear that English opera is to be given 
at Her Majesty’s Theatre on the close of the Ita- 
lian season ; that Madlle. Parepa and Mr. Santley 
are already engaged; and that efforts will be 
made to secure Mr. Sims Reeves. If this scheme 
is carried out, and the Drury Lane affair prospers, 
we shall then have three English operas in full 
swing before the close of 1860! 

Tuer LATE Signor Lasitacng.—We are sure that 
we shall give satisfaction by announcing that the 
Queen has been pleased to present a copy of the 
portrait of Signor Lablache, executed for her 
Majesty by Winterhalter, to the surviving rela- 
tives—a compliment no less gratifying to the 
family than indicative of her Majesty’s apprecia- 
tion of worth and excellence. 

TesTiMonNIAL TO A Manacer.—On Saturday 
se’nnight a very elegant testimonial—a silver vase 
—was presented to Mr. Johnson Towers, lessee 
of the Victoria Theatre, by the members of his 
company and the employées of his establishment. 
Mr. Button, who had been deputed to represent 
the donors on the occasion, spoke in warm terms 
of the urbanity and kindness of Mr. Towers ; who, 
in a short but appropriate speech, expressed the 
pride and gratification he felt, not only for the 
gift, but for the cordial good wishes with which it 
was accompanied. 

Lonpon Pavition, TicHBoURNE-STREET.—The 
professionals connected with this establishment 
on Monday evening last resolved to testify their 
appreciation of the merits of the well-known 
vocalist, Mr. Russell Grover, their musical 
director, by presenting him with a handsome and 
elegantly-chased Gold Watch and Chain, ata 











by permission to Sir R. Peel. He did not | 


long survive this his latest literary effort, and 
he died at Clapham, aged forty. Subjoined 


is a list of his works :—“ Griselda,” * Run- | 


nymede,” “ Isolda,” “ Cromwell ”— dramas 
in five acts ; a volume of “Lay Sermons,” 


and the “ Lives of Myers and Chambers.” | 


He contributed to a publication called the 
“Theatrical Times,” in which the present 
writer was engaged, and also wrote a good 
deal on political subjects, but his views be- 
came greatly modified after he left the 
Chartists. Would that we could shake 
hands once more! Bera. 


supper given in the spacious saloon after the 
performances of the evening, which was well at- 
| tended by all the artistes belonging to this concert. 

BreakING up oF Mr. ALBERT Smitu’s  Cuina.” 
—Those who have not yet enjoyed the excellent 
entertainment which Mr. Albert Smith has beet 
in the habit of giving the public at the Egyptian 
Hall must speedily avail themselves of the brief 
opportunity remaining. Mr. Albert Smith ha 
announced that his present series of represents 
tions will close on the 5th of April, when ‘ China” 
will be given for the 400th and last time. This 
intimation must cause the Egyptian Hall tobe 
crowded in the meantime with those who have no 
| desire to repent afterwards their ignorance of one 
| of the pleasantest entertainments that ever 
| gave gratilication to a London audience. 


| 
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Mrs. Fanny Kemsie.— This distinguished 
artiste has formally taken leave of public life. 
She recently made her adieux to her admirers in 
Boston, United States, where she first appeared 


twenty-seven years ago, as Bianca, in Millman’s | 


“ Fazio.” 


Mr. and Mrs. Howarp Paut on Monday re- 
sumed their entertainments, with new songs and 
characters, at the St. James’s Hall, Piccadilly, for 
a brief farewell season. This is the last oppor- 
tunity that will occur of hearing Mrs. Howard 
Paul in her wonderful “Living Photograph of 
Mr. Sims Reeves.” 

An ORGAN PgRPORMANCE was given at the fac- 
tory of Messrs. Bevington on Friday evening, 
on the instrument just completed for the 
Carlow Catholic Cathedral. The organ con- 
tains 3 manuals, great and choir of complete 
compass, and swell to C, with 24 stops, and 2 stops 
in the pedal organ. Mr. Willing displayed the 
powers of the instrumentin a masterly style. 

Mr. W. Batuurst Bircu gave an entertainment 
at Myddelton Hall, on Wednesday evening, entit- 
led “‘ Odds and Ends :” a Magical Musical Mono- 
logue. Mr. Birch seems to possess a good deal of 
talent, and that of a versatile nature. The first 
part of his entertainment consisted of a re- 
cital of his adventures in the course of his intro- 
tion to fashionable life; and the second was 
made up of a mixed series of performances, 
including songs, anecdotes, feats of legerdemain, 
&e., which afforded much gratification to the 
company assembled. 

Lyceum THEATRE.—We learn that, after the 
brief interregnum under the auspices of Messrs. 
Falconer and W. Brough, for the performance of 
the “ Omnibus” extravaganza, originally acted by 
the Savage Club Amateurs, the theatre will be re- 
opened early in May by a French Company, under 
the management of Monsieur Laurent, sen., for- 
merly the director of the Italian Opera in Paris. 
The performances, we understand, will consist 
chiefly of comic opera, operetta, selections from 
the “ Bouffes,” light comedy and drama, vaude- 
ville, and farce. The company has been selected 
from the best available French artistes, and from 
whom an excellent ensemble may be expected. 
Madame Celeste, although her own first season 
has terminated, remains lessee of this theatre. 

Wuittincton Cius.—The twelfth anniversary 
of this institution was celebrated on Tuesday 
evening by a grand ball in the spacious hall of the 
club-house, Arundel-street, Strand. Dancing 
commenced shortly after nine o’clock, and was 
continued until alate hour. From 300 to 400 
members and their friends assembled on the 
occasion, evidently intent upon enjoying the even- 
ing to the utmost. Supper was provided in the 
dining-room of the institution, and received due 
attention from those present. We are glad to 
learn that the committee have recently abolished 
the entrance fee, so as to invite more extended 
support from the public. The only payment now 
is a subscription of two guineas per annum ; and 
for this sum members have the use of a club- 
house which, in size and capacity for accommo- 
dation, is almost on a par with the largest Pall 
Mall establishment. Such an institution surely 
ought to obtain more extended support than it 
has yet enjoyed. 


| Mr. T. C. Kino has completed his engagement 
| at the Queen’s Theatre, Dublin, and will make 
| his debut in London, at the City of London Thea- 
| tre, on the 3lst instant. 

Mr. Puetrs makes his first appearance at the 
| Princess’s on Monday next in the character of 
| Sir Pertinax Macsycophant, in “‘ The Man of the 
| World.” 





HIGHBURY BARN. 
One Shilling, including the Fare by a 
Favourite Omnibus, 
FROM ANY PART OF LONDON. 

VERY EVENING, except Fridays.—Unques- 
tionably the best Band and the best Ball-room 
in London.—First week of Calcott’s Valse and 
Quadrille, from the Opera “ Lurline,” and Godfrey’s 
celebrated “ Rifleman Polka.’—These looms may be 

engaged for Concerts, Balls, Entertainments, &c. 
RIFLE CORPS are respectfully invited to inspect 
the Rooms and Gardens of Highbury Barn. There 
is not such accommodation for drilling, &c., in any 
establishment in London. 


CGCALEDONIAW HALL, 
Prince of Wales’ Tavern, Caledonian-road, 
Islington. 
Prorprietors—A. PRICE & SONS, 


A GRAND CONCERT takes place in the above 
Hall every Monday and Saturday Evening, 
supported by first-rate vocalists. 
The Membees of the Caledonian Dramatic Club 
meet at the above house every Friday Evening. 
A few Gentlemen are wanted to complete the Club. 
Mr. Wray Moreav, Secretary. 


THE ELLISTOWIANS, 
75, Balsover Street, Portland Place. 
R.S. CLARKE re Secretary to the Ellistonian 
Dramatic Club) begs to say he is oy a 
Club under the above name, and requires a few 
gentlemen to complete the same. 

Gentlemen about to make the stage their profession 
will find this an excellent opportunity for assisting 
them in their studies, the stage and acting portion of 
the management being entirely under thé control of 











a professional —— 

For particulars, apply by letter to the above ad- 
— ; = personally, any Thursday evening, after 
9 o’cloc 


THE ELLISTONIANS 


ws give a Benefit for Mr. E. WICKENS on 
Wednesday Evening, April 18th, at Bass’s 
Assembly Rooms, Vauxhall Bridge-road, when will 
be presented “Othello,” followed by “ A Desperate 
Game,” concluding with “ Paris and Back for Five 
“i licati ting parts to be addressed t 
applications respecting ‘o be addre 0 
Mr. S. Clarks, 75, Balsover-street, W. 








THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 
High Holborn, 
(Formerly Casino de Venise). 

HIS Establishment, pre-eminently distinguished 
T for the elegance and matchless beauty of its de- 
corations, combined with the perfection of its manage- 
ment, is open every evening. The celebrated band, 
under the direction of Mr. W. M. Packer, plays a 
nightly varied selection of the most,approved classical 
and modern music. Doors open at half-past eight ; 
overture at nine; closing at twelve punctually. 
Admission, 1s.} 
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Rejoice ye Children of the Thespian Art. 


yey MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow-street 
Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with Ladies 
and Gentlemen din a performances 





for the sale or hire of Stage Costume, A large assort- | 


ment ofevery necessary for the same. Wardrobes 


made to order. Persons about to follow the profession | 
will do well to give Mr. May an order for their outfit; | 


costume, charactes, elegance, economy, and punc- 


tuality all studied. 


Mind the address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street. 





PHOTOGRAPHIC GALLERY, 


11, MOUNT ROW, LIVERPOOL ROAD, 
ISLINGTON. 


MB SF. R. 


JAMES 


EGS to announce that he is forming a Gallery 
of Portraits of Theatrical and Musical Cele- 
brities. The following Ladies and Gentlemen have 
honoured him with Sittings during the last few 


months. 


*S. PHELPS, Esa. 
As Brutus 
Hamlet 
Shylock 
King Lear 
Othello 
®Miss ATKINSON 
*As Lady Macbeth 
*Hermione, Act 1. 
® Hermione, Act 5. 
Isabella 
Katherina 
*Miss C. Heat 
As Juliet 
(Two scenes.) 
*Mas. C. Younc 
As Mariana 
Juliet. 


Viola 
®Mr. H. Marsto 


As a 
Edgar 
Virginius 
*Mr. Ryper 
®Ma. F. Rosinson 
As Ion 
*Romeo 
Claude Melnotte 
®Mr. Lewis Batt 
As Costard | 
Touchstone 
Mr. W. H, Esuane 
As Capt. Macheath 
Sir Rowland | 
Macassar | 





Miss Epitn Heravp. | 


*T. L. Greenwoop, Esa. 
Miss Fitzpatrick 
*Miss Poote 
*Miss M. OLiver 
Miss Lyp1a THOMPSON 
*Miss M. Esurne 
As Julia 
Viola 
*Miss Murray 
*Miss Burton 
Miss Emity GresHaM 
Miss C. Parkes 
As Zamora 
In a Scotch Dance. 
Spanish Dance 
Miss Ciara Dexvit 
As Cupid 
Miss R Wiiitiams 
As the Fool in Lear 
Miss J. CovENEY 
Miss H. Coveney 
As Valentine 
*Mrs. R. Honner 
Mr. GrauaM 
*Mr. Ray 
*Mr. Rayner 
*Mr. Betrorp 
Mr. Love (the Poly- 
phonist) 
Mr. WILLIAMS 
Ma. C. Fenton 
Mr. G. Tepper 
*Mr. ANous FaIRBAIRN 
Mr. R C. frecp 
Me. W. C. Montco- 
MERY 


* Stereoscopic Slides of the above. 
i Also Portraits of Literary and Scientific Men. 
FOR OPINIONS OF TUE PRKSS, SEE THE 


“Tilustrated London News,” May 21st, 1859, page | 
“ The Critic.” June 25th, 1859, page 616. | 
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MADAME TUSSAUD'S EXHIBITION 


T the BAZAAR, BAKER STREET.—S. A. | 

the PRINCE IMPERIAL, Corporal of the | 

lst Regiment of Guards, son and heir of the Em- | 

Messrs. Tussaud return their | 

grateful thanks for the success they were honoured | 

with during the holidays. The effigies of William | 
the Conqueror and his Queen have given general | 4 


peror Napoleon ILI. 


satisfaction. 


ECLECTIc HALL. 
J. FLEXMAN 


| PPEGS to announce to the Amateur Public that he 
bas made great alterations and improvements 
in his theatre, which has made it the most complete 
theatre in London for private performances, having 
a raised stage of three feet six inches, sixteen feet 
| wide, thirteen feet high; drop curtain, with a depth 
of stage twenty-seven feet ; dressing-rooms with every 
comfort for ladies and gentlemen. The Theatre 
| to be Let on moderate terms. The following casts 
of plays and farces are being made up:—“ Love," 
“Paul Pry,” “Hamlet,” and. “ Sixteen-String 
Jack,” for which a few characters are to dis. 
pose of. Any gentleman wishing .to take a 
part in either of the above can do so by ap. 
plying at the Hall, at any hour, 18, Denmark. 
street, Crown-street, Soho. Any lady or gentleman 
wishing to become a member of the Eclectic Club 
can do so by applying at the Hall, at any time— 
terms Is. 6d. per week, including stage dresses; 
Manager, Mr. J. P. Brown. The Club meets every. 
Friday evening, from eight to eleven. 
Persons wishing to play must apply at the Hall, 
personally, on Friday next. 


Costumier to the Theatre, Mr. Harrison, Bow-street. 
All communications (inclosing a stamp if an answer 


is required) to be addressed to J. Flexman, 18, Den- 
mark.street, Crown-street, Soho. 


Health for all Mankind. 


Tt greatest benefactors of mankind are those who 
devote their time and study to the alleviation of 
distress ; who extract from Nature her choicest gifts, 
and by scientific application of them renew the wast- 
ing energies of humanity. Such was old Dr. Jacob 
Townsend, of America, one of the Howards of medi- 
| cine, who sought out suffering that he might relieve 
| the sufferer; and whose preparations of Sarsaparilla 
for all diseases arising from a vitiated state of the 
vital fluid, after standing the test of more than half 
acentury, are now appreciated as the perfection of 
medical skill. American Company’s Warehouse, 248, 
Strand, London; every bottle and box bearing the 
signatures of J. J. Haliday and Co., Proprietors, to 
imitate which is felony. Beware ef imitations. 











HARRISON’S 
Theatrical Costume Warehouse, 


31, Bow-stREET, W.C., orrposITE THE Roya. 
ITALIAN OPERA. 


ENTLEMEN’S New and Costly Costumes lent 
for Amateur Performances, Costume Balls, 
&c., and made to order. Scenery, Flags, and De- 
corations lent on the most reasonable terms, in Town 
or Country. Ladies’ Costumes of every description, 
in velvets, satins, brocades, &c., for sale or hire, and 
made to order by Mrs. Harrison, Theatrical Cos- 
tumier to the principal ladies in the profession. 


| Copy the Address—Harrison, 31, Bow-street. 
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